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Disjointed Letters This paper critically examines the orientalist critiques regarding the "Fawatih al-Suwar,"
Orientalist Critiques the disjointed letters found at the beginning of certain chapters in the Quran. These
Muslim Scholars letters have been a focal point of both scholarly interpretation within the Islamic tradition
Quran and speculative theories by orientalists. The study begins with an exploration of the

concept, significance, and classification of these letters as understood by classical and
contemporary Muslim scholars. The paper then systematically addresses the claims made
by orientalists, who have often suggested that these letters were influenced by external
sources such as Jewish mysticism (Kabbalah) or were later additions to the Quran.
Through a detailed analysis of primary Islamic texts and Orientalist writings, the
research exposes the methodological weaknesses and historical inaccuracies in these
Orientalist theories. By contextualizing these letters within the broader theological and
linguistic framework of Islam, the study argues that the disjointed letters are not random
or externally influenced, but are instead deeply rooted in the Quran’s divine composition.
They serve as a testament to the Quran’s miraculous nature and a challenge to human
understanding. The paper concludes by affirming the Quran's divine origin and
dismissing orientalist critiques as unfounded, highlighting their roots in either
misunderstanding or intentional distortion of Islamic teachings. This research contributes
to the field of Quranic studies by offering a robust defense against orientalist critiques,
reinforcing the sanctity and inimitability of the Quran from an Islamic perspective.
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Al-Baydawi, Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta’wil (Vol. 1, p. 85). Beirut: Dar al-Fikr.
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Dr. Mahmoud Hamdi Zaqgzouq, Al-Istishragwa al-Khalfiyya al-Fikriyalil-Sira" al-Hadari (p. 84).
Qatar: The First Edition.
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Dr. Muhammad Abu Layla, Al-Qur'an al-Karim min al-Manzour al-Istishragi (p. 235). Cairo:
Dar al-Nashr lil-Jami’at.
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Al-Zargani, M. A. (n.d.). Manahil al-Irfan fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an (Vol. 1, p. 127). Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-1imiyyah.
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Al-Zargani, M. A. (n.d.). Manahil al-Irfan fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an (Vol. 1, p. 128). Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-1imiyyah.
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Al-Razi, F. D. M. b. U. (2000). Mafatih al-Ghayb, Al-Ma'ruf bi Al-Tafsir al-Kabir (Vol. 2, p.
07). Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah.
727111 s 55 3 S5 s 3300)) 3l o L0 5 e )]
Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa'iq al-Tanzil wa ‘Uyun al-Agawil fi Wujuh al-Ta'wil
(Vol. 1, pp. 71-72). Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi.
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Al-Mawardi, Al-Nukat wa Al-'Uyun (Vol. 1, pp. 63-65). Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah.
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Imam Abu al-Saud Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-'Imadi, Tafsir Abi al-Saud al-Musamma
Irshad al-'Aqgl al-Salim ilaMazaya al-Qur'an al-Karim (Vol. 1, p. 21). Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath
al-Arabi.
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Sayyid Qutb, Fi Zilal al-Qur’an (Vol. 1, pp. 8-9).
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Al-Shawkani, Fath al-Qadir (Vol. 1, p. 24). Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah.
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Surat al-Tawbah, Ayah: 32.
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Surat al-Wagqi'ah, Ayah: 79.
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Muhammad Ghalab, Nazarat Istishraqiyya fi al-Islam (p. 42). Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-'Arabi.
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Najib al-Aqigi, Al-Mustashriqun (Vol. 2, pp. 379-380); Dr. Muhammad Abu Layla, Al-Qur'an
al-Karim min al-Manzour al-Istishragi (p. 229).
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Muhammad al-Ghazali, Ma'a Allah: Dirasat fi al-Da'wah (p. 106). Islamic Library.
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Zakariya Hashim Zakariya, Al-Mustashriqunwa al-Islam (pp. 142-143). Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs, 1965.
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Dr. Muhammad Muhammad Abu Shahba, Al-Madkhal li-Dirasat al-Qur'an al-Karim (p. 250).
Saudi Arabia: Dar al-Liwa.
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